
 

 

TOWN OF SULLIVAN’S ISLAND 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

PLANNING COMMMISSION  

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, November 14, 2012 
 

A regular meeting of the Town of Sullivan’s Island Planning Commission was held at  

6:30 p.m., Wednesday, November 14, 2012 in Town Hall at 2050-B Middle Street, all 

requirements of the Freedom of Information Act having been satisfied.  Present were 

Commission members Hal Currey, Carlsen Huey, Anne Osborne Kilpatrick, Gary Visser 

and Rusty Bennett; Staff member Asst. to Administrator Darrow and Building 

Official/Acting Zoning Administrator Robinson.  

 

Chairman Clark had taken ill close to the start of the meeting and could not attend.  As 

the Commission also did not have a Vice-Chair (Elaine Fowler resigned/moved off-island 

earlier this month), the Commission agreed that member Hal Currey would serve as 

acting-Chair for this meeting. 
 

I. Call to Order.  Acting-Chair Currey called the meeting to order, stated the press 

and public were duly notified pursuant to state law (Chauncey Clark absence noted 

above).  
   

II.  Approval of Agenda 
 

MOTION: Ms. Kilpatrick made a motion to approve the November 14, 2012 

agenda; seconded by Mr. Huey. MOTION UNANIMOUSLY PASSED. 
 

III.   Approval of Minutes 
 

Acting-Chair Currey noted two scrivener’s errors on pages two and four of the October 

10, 2012 for Staff to correct. 
 

MOTION:  Mr. Bennett made a motion to approve the October 10, 2012 

meeting minutes; seconded by Mr. Huey.  MOTION UNANIMOUSLY 

PASSED. 
  

IV.  Correspondence & General Public Comments –  None 
 

V. New Business 

 

1 Elect new Vice-Chair 

 

Acting-Chair Currey nominated Ms. Kilpatrick (accepted the nomination).  No other 

nominations were made from the floor. 

 

MOTION:  Acting-Chair Currey made a motion to appoint Ms. Kilpatrick as 

Vice-Chair; seconded by Mr. Bennett. MOTION UNANIMOUSLY PASSED. 
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2 Establish 2013 Meeting Schedule 

 

Staff provided Commission with proposed 2013 meeting schedule (Exhibit A), screening 

for conflicts with major secular and religious holidays.  Meetings are scheduled for 

6:30PM on 2
nd

 Wednesdays each month in 2013. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Bennett made a motion to approve the 2013 meeting 

schedule (Exhibit A herein); seconded by Mr. Huey. MOTION 

UNANIMOUSLY PASSED. 

 

VI. Unfinished Business 

 

1 Plat Approval: 2650 Goldbug Avenue 

 

Commission members recalled that a decision on this plat was pending Town Attorney 

report on the front parcel of land, which the property owners have incorporated into this 

new plat request (Exhibit B). 

 

Staff Update/Report: 
Building Official/Acting Zoning Administrator Robinson reported he has spoken with 

Town Attorney Dodds recently on this plat.  Town Attorney Dodds has been negotiating 

with the property owners’ attorneys to clarify the front piece of property show on the plat. 

 

Commission asked that the Town Attorney provide them with written legal opinion on 

the plat before they render a decision. 

 

MOTION:  Ms. Kilpatrick made a motion to defer decision on the 2650 

Goldbug Avenue plat until December 2012, to allow Town Attorney Dodds 

time to provide his written legal opinion to the Commission on the proposed 

plat; seconded by Mr. Huey. MOTION UNANIMOUSLY PASSED. 

 

2. Five (5) Year Review of Town Comprehensive Plan – Review Elements, 

Needs & Goals (2008 Plan) 

    

a. Additional Review – Natural Resources Element, Needs & Goals 

 

Commission continued review of the Natural Resources Element and Staff report with 

additional graphs/tables (Exhibit C).  The Commission inquired about erosion cycles, 

identified in Figure 6.4 (Exhibit C). Acting Chair Currey recalled community meetings 

circa 2008/2009, in which he and Building Official Robinson participated, regarding 

Island shorelines and water levels in the event of natural disasters (tsunami, hurricane, 

etc.).  Acting Chair Currey asked Building Official Robinson to locate and share with the 

Commission at next month’s meeting the results of that workshop.  Building Official 

Robinson said he would coordinate with Administrator Benke to locate this data.     

 

Commission decided to retain this Element on the December agenda for further review. 
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b. Additional Review – Housing Needs & Goals 

Commission reviewed Staff report incorporating updated housing the Commission 

required, other than the earlier 2010 Census data provided (Exhibit D).   

 

Commission noted that during the full 10-year review (2018), multiple sources should be 

consulted when gathering housing data, instead of relying only on Census data (data 

source used in 2008 Comprehensive Plan), to provide the Commission with a more 

accurate assessment of the Town’s status regarding housing trends.   

 

Commission accepted Housing update report and directed this be incorporated in 

the Commission’s final draft report to Council.  

 

3.   Ongoing Town Projects – Status & Staff Report 

Staff reported: 

 Stith Park Tennis/Basketball Court Project – new courts are open (dawn/dusk); 

Ribbon Cutting ceremony at 3:00PM on Friday, December 7, 2012; 

 Municipal Facilities/Town Hall & Police Station – Real Estate Committee of 

Council met on Friday, November 3, 2012; report will be made to Council on 

November 20, 2012; 

 Zoning Administrator – twenty-three (23) applications received by August 24, 

2012 deadline; under review by Personnel Committee and Staff. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Bennett made a motion that the Commission highly 

recommends the expeditious hiring of a Zoning Administrator, noting that the 

Planning Commission, in particular, requires skills sought under this job 

description in the Commission’s execution of its duties, one example being the 

Commission review and drafting of zoning ordinance changes; seconded by Mr. 

Visser.  MOTION UNANIMOUSLY PASSED. 

 

VII. Next Meeting – (6:30p.m.) Wednesday, December 12, 2012 

 

Items to be included on the December agenda: 

a. Plat Review: 2650 Goldbug  

b. Further Review: Natural Resources Element, Needs & Goals 

c. Initial Review:  Community Facilities Element, Needs & Goals 

d. Demolition by Neglect (deferred from 2011 meetings) 

e. Long Term parking of boats & leisure vehicles on Middle Street 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:50 pm 

(Ms. Kilpatrick motioned; Mr. Huey seconded; unanimously passed). 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lisa Darrow 

Asst. to Administrator 
 

Approved at the Wednesday, December 12, 2012 Planning Commission Meeting 
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Sullivan’s Island Planning Commission 

November 12, 2012 Meeting 

EXHIBIT A 

 

 

2013 Regular Planning Commission Meetings 

 

January 9, 2013 – 2
nd

 Wednesday 

 

February 13, 2013 - 2
nd

 Wednesday 

 

March 13, 2013 – 2
nd

 Wednesday 

 

April 10, 2013 -   2
nd 

Wednesday 

 

May 8, 2013 – 2
nd

 Wednesday 

 

June 12, 2013 – 2
nd

 Wednesday  

 

July 10, 2013 – 2
nd

 Wednesday 

 

August 14, 2013 – 2
nd

 Wednesday    

 

September 11, 2013 – 2
nd

 Wednesday 

       

October 9, 2013 - 2
nd

 Wednesday      

 

November 13, 2012 – 2
nd

 Wednesday 

 

December 11, 2013 – 2
nd

 Wednesday 
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Sullivan’s Island Planning Commission 

November 12, 2012 Meeting 

EXHIBIT B 

 

Proposed Plat for 2650 Goldbug Avenue 
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Sullivan’s Island Planning Commission 

November 12, 2012 Meeting 

EXHIBIT C 

 

Natural Resources Element- Update Report 
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Sullivan’s Island Planning Commission 

November 12, 2012 Meeting 

EXHIBIT D 

 

Housing Element- Update Report 
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